Iraq is unfortunately still delayed in the development of blood transfusion services. My tenure for over 18 months as head of the blood transfusion center in one of the major teaching hospitals in Baghdad, Iraq, Al-yarmouk Teaching Hospital, led me to this unpleasant conclusion.
There is an absence of almost any type of scientific interest, e.g., no Iraqi blood banking or hematology journal and no actual scientific meetings to review and improve the work in this field. There is also a lack of proper training and continuing medical education programs for the staff. Other deficiencies in the blood transfusion services are summarized hereunder: 1.
Absence 
Improper interviewing of blood donors due to lack of privacy, insufficient number of examining doctors and medical assistants, and inadequate history taking and physical examination.
There is also insufficient attention given to the regular and onneed voluntary blood transfusion programs with self-acceptance and self-deferral issues.
5.
Chronic focus on transfusing whole blood even in cases when there is a clear indication for only blood components, as in thalassemia major patients. In conclusion, the Iraqi health authority needs to undertake a thorough and complete scientific revision with respect to all aspects of blood transfusion services with an accepted budget arrangement in order to reach the unequivocal aim of providing safe and effective blood transfusion services.
